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Following Traditions of Yesterday, 
Making History Today

A site for building our new Place of worship and service 
has been identified! 

On Sunday, December 10, the members of Calvary 
Baptist Church adopted a resolution for our leadership to 
take bold steps toward one of the keys to fulfilling the 
Vision God has given us. 

In March 1889, nine baptized believers in Christ met 
to consider forming a church, and under the leadership 
of Rev. Albert M. Lowery, they organized Calvary Baptist 
Church. They laid the foundation for a place of worship and 
growth. God added to the church and blessed the ministry 
with more believers, more workers to serve in his vineyard 
and to win more souls for Christ.  Our generation’s faithful-
ness to the Calvary tradition will not be demonstrated by 
maintaining the status quo; instead, we are eagerly moving 
into uncharted territory, trusting God to lead us into His 
vision of further growth and expansion.

Over the years, we’ve built new and improved facili-
ties for worship and work, and found new ways to serve 
God and his people. Today, we continue cultivating the 

legacy with a church that is more than a building where a 
congregation gathers on Sunday mornings, but a nest that 
nurtures believers and ministers to God’s people in our local 
community and around the world.  We are honored to have 
the opportunity to expose people to the Gospel in an invit-
ing environment and humbly reach out to people in a vari-
ety of ways to meet them at the point of their need.

Through Vision 2010, we will not only expand our physi-
cal church, but broaden the scope of the ministry, extend 
community outreach and offer a place and space for the 
young and old to learn and live productive, enriched lives.   
Led by the Spirit and guided by God, we are “Building our 
Family & Community through Faith.” 

B r i c k  b y  B r i c k

As we move into a new year and 
closer to fulfilling Vision 2010, one 
of our prayers should be that more 
church members get involved in ser-
vice.  I’ve heard many people ask or 
ponder the reasons why more people 
do not volunteer.  Of course, there are 
many unsung heroes, but often times 
the same people are carrying the load 
time after time.  It’s not just here at 
Calvary, but in our communities on 
various levels.  According to a survey 
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
proportion of the population who 
volunteered between September 2004 
and September 2005 was 28.8%*. Yes, 
people are involved, but there is more 
work to do, and opportunities to get 
involved abound.  

As Christians, we are instructed 

to go out and serve God’s people. 
True, our time is a precious commod-
ity.  How we spend it speaks volumes 
about us individually and collectively.  
How much time we spend praying and 
having a little talk with Jesus…How 
much time we spend with our fami-
lies….How much time we spend study-
ing and learning…How much time we 
spend with friends or at work or doing 
what ever we deem important and 
necessary…How much time we spend 
trying to make someone else’s life bet-
ter.  

Vision 2010 is far more than just 
a new building campaign.  We’re on 
the verge of expanding our Programs, 
too, and that will require more service, 
from more people.  We must find ways 
to use our gifts for God’s glory.  We 

must be available to Him. We must 
keep our eyes open to needs that we 
can help fill.  

Whether you believe in making 
New Year’s resolutions or not, let’s 
remember that we’ve been blessed to 
be a blessing, and commit ourselves 
to being greater servants.  Let’s plant 
generously now, so the harvest is plen-
tiful in 2010 and beyond.    

–	Renita	Bourgeois

*Source: Data on volunteering were collect-

ed through a supplement to the September 2005 

Current Population Survey (CPS).  Volunteers are 

defined as persons who did unpaid work (except 

for expenses) through or for an organization.

HoW Will You be
a Part of 

the Vision?
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